This elegantly-produced volume contains the proceedings of a conference with the same title held at Umea in Sweden in 1986. The papers are grouped according to the conference sessions which were on: Infant, child and maternal mortality; Causes of death and classification of diseases; Urban disease and mortality; Society and medicine; Health and nutrition; and Changes and patterns in rural mortality. Most of the contributions are based on Scandinavian data but they include a summary of Knodel's long-standing work on German villages, a stimulating paper by Kearns suggesting ways in which the changing scale of the English urban population may have concealed important changes within national mortality rates in England, an ultimately inconclusive piece by Jean-Pierre Goubert on French water supply, and several other less significant contributions. Also included are the introductory statements of the session commentators. Some of these are little more than off-the-cuff reactions to papers received at the last minute and it is a pity that even a brief summary of what must have been lively discussion sessions is omitted. Some of the commentators made fairly damning criticisms of certain papers
